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Minamiuonuma City, starting its new steps
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The newly organized Minamiuonuma City

The formation of Minamiuonuma City has taken over 100 years. Thirty-seven
villages were created in the region in April of 1890, when the process of
merging small areas into larger areas took place. In 1907, the thirty-seven
villages were merged into eleven towns and villages, when the big merger of
the Meiji era was conducted. In 1956 and 1957, the big merger of the Showa
era took place and the former Yamato Town, the former Muikamachi Town,
and the former Shiozawa Town were formed. (In April of 1962, Yamato
Village was changed to Yamato Town.)
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Minamiuonuma City

The name of Minamiuonuma City originated from the county name of Minamiuonuma
County, which was named after the old name of the region in the beginning of Meiji era
around 130 years ago. Therefore, the name Minamiuonuma has a long relationship with
the history and culture of the region, is familiar to the citizens, and is renowned all over
Japan. Also, Minami, meaning south in Japanese, has a nuance of growth and brightness.
‘We have decided on the name of the new city, hoping that this city will grow as a center
of the Uonuma region and that the entire region will continue to grow.
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In 2000, the project called the big merger of the Heisei era was started to

promote consolidation. The aim was to strengthen financial and administrative

bases of cities, towns, and villages in order to offer more substantial services

to the citizens and develop citizen-friendly cities, towns, and villages.

Minamivonuma City was born by merging Muikamachi Town and Yamato

Town on the 1st of November in 2004. Shiozawa Town was merged into the

city on the Ist of October in 2005, creating a city population of 63,329 people

(preliminary figures of the national census for 2005) and an area of 584.82

km?.
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The City Emblem

This emblem is the symbol of Minamiuonuma City, presenting Uonuma
Koshihikari rice, which is an icon of the city. The symbol also shows that
Minamiuonuma City, which has the clean waters of the Uono River and ample
nature, is growing based on the links and harmony between nature, people, and
industry. The blue color in the city emblem symbolizes clean streams, a clear
sky, and the endless world, which is not yet discovered. The red symbolizes
dreams and hopes for the new city and the energy to achieve them.
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Mayor of Minamiuonuma City
Ichiro Iguchi

Written with a calligraphy brush by Ichiro Iguchi,
the Mayor of Minamiuonuma City
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On the occasion of the publication of the Minamiuonuma City Official Guide

Our hometown, Minamiuonuma City, lies in the Uonuma basin, which is surrounded by the renowned
mountain peaks of the three Echigo Mountains, and Mt. Makihata, and includes the clear waters of the Uono
River and its branches. Fertile land enriched by snow, water, and ample nature colored by the four seasons
produces Uonuma Koshihikari rice showing golden ears in autumn, which is considered the best rice in Japan.
Many tourists visit our city throughout the year in all four seasons. Tradition and culture, which our
predecessors established over time, and people who have lived here are our common pride and big assets.
Since the beginning of the new city organization in November of 2004, we have been trying our best to make
our city sustainable and integrate the regions within the city as soon as possible. However, we still have
important issues to be tackled, and we must address our needs in a timely fashion while promoting
decentralization. We especially have to embrace hope for the future, cultivate affection towards our hometown,
utilize our wonderful environment and its assets, and establish a locally self-sufficient society where citizens
can live their lives in this city with the basic idea of a secure city with harmony of nature, people, and
industry.

We sincerely hope that you will understand our concept for Minamiuonuma City by reading this Official
Guide and give us your comments, advice, and support.
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Watch today closely, and make a vision for tomorrow

Our city offers you beautiful mountains and rivers, tradition and culture, and smiles on the street.
Every time you look over the city you will find the charm of our hometown. This charm generates
pride towards our city, and the pride stays firmly in our minds.
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Traditional Industry

The difficult weather of the Minamiuonuma region, which is considered to be one of
the areas in Japan with the heaviest snowfalls, has demanded its citizens bear the
burden of heavy winters, persevere, and concentrated single-mindedly on acquiring
skills and techniques. Echigo-jofu, a local product, is well-known as a high quality
hemp textile and was designated as an important intangible cultural heritage of
Japan in 1955. Shiozawa-tsumugi and Hon-shiozawa, woven using the technique of
Echigo-jofu, are especially praised as renowned silk textiles with smooth textures
and elegant and graceful patterns.
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Kanko Temple
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Transport and traditional industries (Cultural heritage designated by the Japanese government)
Highways and shipping on Uono River
gaways and sipping : - : f5 B O # 415
The Mikuni and Shimizu Highways, which pass through Minamiuonuma, are the primary AP E B »
highways that connect the Echigo and Kanto regions. Therefore, these highways became S5 # g il;
the path for cultural integration and strategic importance in the Muromachi and Sengoku ch 5 ;-’é [z iﬁﬁ P
eras, which are also known as the Age of Civil Wars, between the 14th and 17th centuries. (%) q% e ,% j\(
. . % 9 e ﬁ
These highways were also used for traveling to and from Edo where the shogunate was FL % h v
located. The daimyo (feudal lords) from the Echigo region where required to spend every o fo 2 5
other year in Edo in the 17th and 18th centuries. A travel journey describes that fe ) 7{'_'
Minamiuonuma occupied a more and more important role as a trading and transport hub, ;; %‘ E
and the post-town flourished along with the development of these highways. PR
Shipping on the Uono River started in the middle of the Muromachi era in the 14th 5 W B
century. It was used for transporting rice for the land tax from the beginning of the Edo S B

era in the early 17th century. Later, merchants' goods and passengers were transported on
the Uono River. The shipping demand on the river increased and the river transport
developed together with the development of the land route due to the daimyo spending
alternate years in Edo. The end of the history of river transport came when the Joetsu
railway opened to traffic at the end of the Taisho era in 1920's.
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Highways in the Taisho era
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Daifuku Temple
Yakusho Temple
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Kimigaeri Kannon (Goddess of Mercy)

i)  EERRKS
WS

OS5 HO°

Cho-on Temple

Tensho Temple

o

K ule .
BN+ 1| BHnRE Al
RS R i RS

Stone Figure of Tarobeh Buddha

(5% Ho, IHH Z# < . | EE

i ©

5 KRS L S K< ERENS QR 8105H

g | L KESIOH K 98 U 18 K HIR® BELIGIORIN
TOHE® 8096 % 210 KAIREK 88 WD SRR R —L 24P
LHEmEmoooEY SIS TP: IR EN NI ACN FN g
PRO K mERFwWE RUKNSH#t® SRS LIERUL S °

T W (DT UER)

ZWEHCHME « v ox—LIQEBLENVOVH0H

YN KB i (— 00000) K H-18 (V12 R #1608 412

KRB R HCTRI L OS5 VEKEE > QIR %I S

QIR ST B 2P S te® SRR o o
O HHEKCDCIL© T x—L2C DS Ho i

(Cultural heritage designated by Niigata Prefecture)

Hakkai Mountain Row of Japanese Cedar
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A cultured person who introduced life in the heavy snowfall areas
Bokushi Suzuki

Bokushi Suzuki, a prominent researcher of snow, folklore, and literature, was born in
1770. His merchant family ran a cotton crepe brokerage and a pawnshop in
Shiozawa. He showed his talents in studying art and literature since he was a little
child. Even after he took over his family business, he continued to study haiku
(Japanese poems of seventeen syllables), painting, and calligraphy. He established
friendly relations with renowned cultured people such as Bakin Takizawa, Ikku
Jippensha, and Danjuro Ishikawa. He decided to publish a book introducing the
customs of the Echigo region with heavy snow in 1795. It took him 40 years to
complete the book, titled as "Hokuetsu-setsufu". His book was a best seller in Edo.
He also published “Akiyama-kiko”, introducing the customs and landscapes of the
Akiyama region, which was not yet widely known, with pictures and compositions.
The book enjoyed a favorable reception. His books have been valued highly also as a
collection of folk material.
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Art produced hoping for world peace
“A Statue of Manchurian Ladies”
This statue was sent to

the International Exposition
in San Francisco.

The artist and his father
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An artist who devoted himself to carving
Yoshio Iguchi

Carver Yoshio Iguchi created many works of art living in
Tokyo in the transition period between the beginning of
the Showa era and the beginning of World War II. He
was born in Urasa in Minamiuonuma County. As a little
boy, he was fascinated by carvings in the main hall of
Fuko temple created by Jingoro Hidari and Ganji
Kitagawa, who was a renowned local carver. When
he was a primary school student, he already handled
knives and chisels skillfully, working exquisitely on
pieces of wood, bamboo, desks, and more, surprising
the people around him. He studied the arts by farmers and
the liberal painting movement at Hakkai Liberal University,
which later led him to change his art style completely. He
came to Tokyo in 1926, when he was 25 years old, to study
under Masahiro Sawada. Three years later, his work was
selected for the 9th Teiten Exhibition. Since then, his works
were selected for many exhibitions and honors. He created a
number of statues of Buddha and the gods. It was a pity that he
passed away suddenly when he was only 48 years old. Among
his works, the seated statue of Bokushi Suzuki situated in
Bokushi Suzuki Memorial Hall is well-known as people feel
attached to it. (See photo at the top left of this page.)

(lotdr bR\ — O, 31) SFRHRSF S RSP ASE M, I COBIRO PO S 0 i

T, SO G S AW CTHREN AT S <Hd T

5. MO M SERSRES M CHI R E O R H I
(co~—) R~ Einl, TNFI A FE S RIZN > o

SN O, T -

<o TR O oW

>EA

1

A IR A, TREC T AR>S RO A i

IR, i > i o ot

—

i
]
%
7
[0}
%
!
x
i

5]
H
*x
2
'(¢
i3
*x
2
%
=
D
1
A
%
#
x
ks
%
5
1
&
5
2)
7
B’
K
iy
B
B
B

Ao WETRIEE, S AZHS (oo B

Om

AT Al CH T IS B SE RN CRER N,

R 7 OB Dt TR O

& F C 9 HEHF 7S S ik

-
-

AR ZECEEE  Bokushi Suzuki Memorial

A

SIMOACS S, IS

FRHFHES ok A O AT O TN S NS TV G

9o CHETTS > OB, CEFAHE N
FI ST T TR

o0
FEr e

~
-

CHIE R RIS NIl S, (O~ ~ =) M2 E, TRFH>HEB

-
Hall

Nric

S - itk S L

*

>

B O i 0 - i

YA

=

NT

HRMFO S FESTHROHIE B HRERT 7 © A S orFF bk s O dit of

N

D RO o (R =R-Dt) MO

[
AR D4

IO SES RIS OV IS\SE , ot HF

[

S He C mE

R AAAES (VAN

™
VY

AR

EHEH o R A Y

=X

s

(00— ~owoo—) D HEF WSS

St

&>
-

(BFCTH ot

(45 % 5o, IHH 22 < o | EEED

52 BHEEREEZ KM
hoSs BER?BRQIARILIZE
ChEszagERRIEC
Y xaEREERE BT QL
fEolcoBRsnR <
© a S Ro76 &

st RELER LR
DER L OE s E

Great Men g—?%bﬁ%%@ﬁzg
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A Great Commander in the Sengoku era, who
was both a good warrior and a good scholar
Kagekatsu Uesugi was born as the second son of Masakage
Nagao and was adopted by Kenshin Uesugi. After Kenshin's
death, Kagekatsu defeated Kagetora, who was also an adopted
son of Kenshin, in the Otate War and became the head of the
Uesugi family. Being appointed as one of the five great
stewards by Hideyoshi Toyotomi, Kagekatsu ruled the fief of
Aizu, which yielded 1.2 million koku of rice. However,
Kagekatsu allied with Mitsunari Ishida in the Sekigahara War
and lost. As a result, his fief was transferred to Yonezawa,
which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice.

Kanetsugu Naoe, who was born in the Higuchi family in
Ueda-so in Uonuma County, was appointed by Kagekatsu
Uesugi to become the head of the renowned Naoe family, a
senior vassal family of the Uesugi family. Kanetsugu also
became a regent of the Kagekatsu regime and in charge of all
domestic administration and diplomacy. He ruled the fief of
Echigo, which yielded about 50 thousand koku of rice. When
Kagekatsu Uesugi was transferred to Aizu, Hideyoshi
Toyotomi appointed Kanetsugu to rule the fief of Yonezawa,
which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice. It is recorded that
Kanetsugu received the same treatment as feudal lords enjoyed.
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Monument of the Birthplace
of Kagekatsu and Kanetsugu
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When the Joetsu railway opened to traffic
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The father of the Joetsu railway

Mitsugi Okamura

Mitsugi Okamura was born in 1836. His father was the mayor of the village of Shimohitokaichi. His family ran a
sake brewery and a pawnshop. Okamura devoted his life to establishing primary schools, hospitals, and financial
institutions, repairing roads, and maintaining river ways as a chief of a ward and a county during the series of reforms
in the Meiji Restoration. Above all, the construction of the Joetsu railway was his lifework. He became a member of
the House of Representatives and proposed the construction of the Joetsu railway. However, his proposal was turned
down. Then, he himself established the Joetsu railway corporation instead. However, after the Sino-Japanese War,
prices soared. He had to break up his company before achieving his goal. Later, his efforts and those who followed in
his footsteps made the government decide to nationalize the Joetsu railway. Okamura died in 1922 before seeing the
entire Joetsu railway opened to traffic.
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Ski Carnival
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Shiozawa Seppu Festival
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Makihata Gongen Fire Passing

Ichinomiya Shrine Farming Tool Market

The city has a many festive events characterized by its geographic feature of heavy
snows including special festivals called Kisai, which have long traditions. These
events are filled with the warm hearts of our citizens, which offer you peace of mind,

Festivals to revitalize Minamiuonuma City
and are sources of energy, which revitalize local communities.
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Chrysanthemum Festival
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Unique Festival of Tossing

Festival Yasaka Shrine
Grooms into the Air
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Hakkai Mountain Fire Walking Grand Festival

Hadaka-oshiai Grand Festival
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Minamiuonuma City is only about two hours away from the Tokyo Metropolitan area by car and is rich in beaut

nature, being surrounded by Tadami Quasi-National Park of the Three Echigo Mountains to the north and Joshin-

Highland National Park and Uonuma Mountain Range Prefectural Nature Park to the south. The region offers amp

nature of the four seasons. Enjoy the snow, mountains, clean streams, and more, which are the common assets of

region. You can enjoy outdoor sports and recreational activities such as seeing magnolia and dogtooth violet flowers

picking edible wild plants in spring; camping, playing in rivers

trekking in forests among the changing colors of the leaves and picking mushrooms in autumn; and skiing, snowboard n aElEEE= L

and relaxing in hot spring baths in winter. Please enjoy the nature of Minamiuonuma City to your heart's content. = Uono River and the Three Echigo Mountains
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Cultural Exchange and Friendship Cities of Minamiuonuma City

‘We would like to share some messages from our friendship cities in Japan and Asia, Europe, and Oceania. Minamiuonuma City will
continue to conduct fruitful cultural exchange programs with our friendship cities.
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The great commander, Kagekatsu Uesugi, was born in Sakado
castle in Minamiuonuma and died in Yonezawa castle. He
challenged Ieyasu Tokugawa and refused the order from the
Tokugawa shogunate to oppress Christians. You are from
Minamiuonuma, and we are from Yonezawa. Let's be good
friends keeping the motto of justice and courage shown by
Kagekatsu in our hearts.
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I am very glad that the long friendship between Lillehammer
City and the former Shiozawa Town will be continued by
Minamiuonuma City. I sincerely wish that the grassroots
interactions of the two cities, which have skiing as a common
culture, will grow further.
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‘We have very pleasant and unforgettable memories thanks to
our Korea-Japan interaction. We were impressed by all the
snow, which we had never seen, and kindness of the students
of Shiozawa Junior High School. We truly hope that our
friendship exchange will last forever.
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The newly organized Minamivonuma City is filled with
seasonal changes. Let's try to expand our recreational and
cultural activities between the newly organized Fukaya City
and the newly organized Minamiuonuma City, such as
friendship events of the Oroku-nagashi and Onegi-no-march-
no-nagashi dances, and friendship tournaments of ground golf
and Japanese croquet.
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Noriyo Hiroi Naoyuki Sekiguchi
I was a fifth-year student in primary school when I skied for m _— - . We continue open communication with our guests, so that the
the first time in Soelden. I still ski in Soelden before the World - citizens of Saitama can get to know the new Minamiuonuma
Cup Tournament every year. I think the city and the skiing City better, love it, and regard it as their second hometown, a
grounds have changed greatly but the warmhearted people and T ————— place of human kindness and ample nature with seasonal

their hospitality in Soelden have not changed at all. changes that offers recreation and relaxation.

‘We hope to have more new interactive activities
between Minamiuonuma City and Isumi City,
which bring further development to both cities
and expands the circle of friends among the
citizens of our two cities.

.. . . . . ML 29
Our visit to Shiozawa Town in 2003 was an impressive event

for me. I believe that warm interaction between citizens in
both cities will grow further in the future thanks to
Minamiuonuma City's decision to receive the visiting group
from Ashburton in New Zealand in April of 2006. Let's
expand the circle of our citizen level friendships.
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Watch today closely, and make a vision for tomorrow

Interaction among citizens is our pleasure. Strong ties among hearts is our pleasure.
This network of hearts is woven widely and tightly in our hometown.

‘We are happy seeing a lot of smiling faces every day.
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I would like to improve international
understanding  through interaction
between exchange students from 50
countries over the world and the citizens
of Minamiuonuma City.
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I love baseball. I wish that one day I
will play baseball with people from
other prefectures and abroad and
make friends with them.

JE ML AR PR iy A 1 B
b7 ﬁu\iﬁ:k
WH 5 =2 2158
Seikichi Uchida
EEERERREEEICLBIDICFAL
*ﬁfﬁfﬁm,b\b\ﬂj’&/uﬂﬁ [ D#HR-
B EORFOE®ELITTVET,
The graduates never forget their
memories of the years they studied in
Minamiuonuma City to work in medical
treatment. They keep and expand the
circle of friendship with their second
hometown of Minamiuonuma City.
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Yuki Kamimura
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I wish that we share the sense of harmo-
ny as members of Minamiuonuma City,
overcome our generational and regional
differences through communication
among citizens, and respect and utilize
each other's ability and strength.
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Kazuo Sato
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I believe that those who know well about
Minamivonuma and love their own
hometown are the ones who can

understand other cultures and people in
the world.

¥ e

it
T AT AR A e W F AR
Teh D EHT
AYA
Y A sa <REr
Sagako Takano
“MICERIFE” L FHEDRENERE
ICBOTVKED T ENZLDALZED
ZROGBELITTOELVERWET,
I would like to enhance the ability of
children who love singing even further as
well as expand the circle of interaction
with people.
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Aya Yamazaki
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Every dancing culture all over the world
shares a common basis. We stretch our
arms high up to the sky and step firmly
on the ground. It is the children's efforts,
smiling faces, and joy that we would like
to deliver to you.
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I love swimming and water polo. I am
happy to practice with my teammates
and coaches. We are trying our best for
the national tournament.
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Kazuo Wakai
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Glorious nature encourages us.

We devote ourselves to sports and ceramic art in our hometown.

My goal is to participate in the National Athletic Meet at Niigata in 2009.

I started playing basketball when I was hospitalized after a traffic accident in the Kanto region where I worked. I happened to see a
training session at the gymnasium at the hospital. I had seen their training a few times when I was asked if I wanted to join them. I
thought that I might be able to give it a try. Although I was depressed then due to my traffic accident, I made many friends through
training on the team, and I could muster up my courage for my life. Afterwards, I came back to Minamiuonuma, joined the Challenge
Association, which promotes sports for disabled people, and also started swimming. I am trying to learn free style after mastering the
breaststroke and backstroke. I am striving to participate in the National Athletic Meet at Niigata in 2009.

I would like to focus on nature in my hometown.

I started ceramic art right after starting sports for disabled people. I started learning ceramic art from Mr. Tosai Senuma in 1997. Since
then, I have been creating ceramics. I established the Sanbi ceramic workshop in my home in 2000 and have my own kiln, which I had
longed for. I have encountered many challenges and thought of quitting many times. However, I was greatly encouraged by receiving
awards such as the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries award at the prefectural exhibition called Kenpu-ten. Luckily, this
land in Minamiuonuma is filled with impressive nature, and the characteristics of the four seasons are clear. You can fully enjoy the
beauty of each season. Much of my work is the embodiment of the natural features of Minamiuonuma. I would like to keep focusing
on my hometown and promote the charms of Minamiuonuma.
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We preserve good traditions while opening the way to the future.

We would like to promote the Urasabishamondo-hadaka-oshiai grand festival to all of Japan.

Everyone from the young to the elderly wish for the success of the festival

One of my favorite sentences is "Candles light others by shortening their own lives." When I heard these words, I thought that this is
the same concept as the activities of youth organizations. When the Urasabishamondo-hadaka-oshiai grand festival (designated as an
intangible cultural property by the Japanese government in 2005) is finished, we turn everything over in March to those who will be
running the festival for the next year, starting preparation in April. The preparation process takes a whole year. The Urasatamon youth
organization plays the central role in the preparation. I used to belong to the youth organization and now serve on the grand festival
committee. We work with representatives of the temple and related organizations. Young people with their hair dyed brown and pierced
ears also follow the instructions of older members and elderly people, working hard for the success of the festival, sacrificing their
business hours and leisure time with their families. The sweat and tears they shed during the preparation will keep shining forever as
precious memories.

It is important that everybody generates and exchanges ideas with each other.

Since the organization of Minamiuonuma City just started recently, I have not recognized any changes beyond my address. However, it
will be very important for the city to utilize the characteristics of the former three towns, creating merits from integration. All citizens
in the Yamato, Muikamachi, and Shiozawa areas should open their minds, discussing the good characteristics and values of their
hometowns, and go beyond to also discuss what is needed, think hard, and generate ideas. The city should be built by the participation
of every citizen. We would also like to boost the publicity of the festival, because it is a precious cultural asset of our city.
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Preserving traditional big candles
Kei Kitamura
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Yoshino Kobayashi
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Revitalizing the region through sports

Establish our city as having tourism throughout the year with the attractions of the four seasons.
We would like to link the energy of children to the promotion of the region.
"We want as many people as possible to visit Minamiuonuma City."

This wish let us start this event. We planned and operated our first soccer tournament for secondary school students together
with the teachers of Shiozawa Secondary School that time during the holiday season in May, 2005. Six youth soccer teams
from both inside and outside Niigata prefecture participated. The local agricultural cooperative and sports shops supported
us. The tournament was received favorably by the participating teams. We will try to expand the tournament in the future.
Establishing a city with integration of nature and sports

I own a Minshuku guesthouse in the Maiko area in Shiozawa region. It is a very difficult task to find the best way to do
business in the tourist industry. Minamiuonuma City is easy to reach from the Tokyo metropolitan area and is rich in nature.
My guesthouse has welcomed athletes for sports training camps for three years. The splendid environment has attracted
many sports clubs from inside Niigata prefecture and the Tokyo metropolitan area. However, the number of gymnasiums and
athletic fields in Shiozawa are limited, and we sometimes have to turn athletes away.

Minamiuonuma City has to develop and service more sports facilities. Both public and private sectors have to help each other
to promote education and communication through sports. If we aim to be a city of sports promotion and tourism, it will be a
great investment for our city. In the future, our children will surely think that we are lucky that our hometown is
Minamiuonuma City.

Local activity with a global view

We would like to promote the beauty of Minamiuonuma City to people all over the world.
The place to scout and introduce local human resources

We founded our Community Leaders' Network in April 2004, and opened a branch in Homura Challenge Center in
Muikamachi. Our main activities are language tutoring utilizing the Internet, holding seminars, and company training.
We also conduct nonprofit activities such as selling the wristband called the white band, with which you can present
your wish for eradicating poverty form the world, and promoting fair trade, which supports the financial independence
of people in developing countries by trading with them directly at fair prices. We also support young entrepreneurs,
people from abroad who attach importance to integrating with the local community, and mothers who wish to start up
businesses although they cannot work fulltime now due to having small children. We help by advising them, proposing
business plans, and helping them to coordinate their abilities, initiatives, and time.

Pr ting Mi i City by integrating with people in Japan and abroad

After experiencing the great Chuetsu earthquake, we were impressed by local communities that supported the victims
of the Sumatra earthquake. Citizens in Minamiuonuma City feel that we are no longer indifferent to disasters or
accidents happening elsewhere in the world.

It is a pity that the name of our town, which we cherished for a long time, disappeared; however, the Minamiuonuma
City organization brought us a sense of solidarity in a larger area. We would like the city to promote cultural exchange
in Japan and abroad, and to offer our citizens opportunities to learn about the virtues of our city as well.
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The first comprehensive plan for Minamiuonuma City
Prospects of Minamiuonuma City

Safe and secure city based on the harmony of nature, people, and industry
Four Basic Concepts for Establishing our City
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A city established by every citizen's participation and love
of their hometown

We nurture citizens who love the ample nature, culture, and tradition of our
hometown. We try to establish a vital and self-sufficient city where every
citizen takes an active role. We foster human resources who can bring new
perspectives to our new city, so that the city can keep developing in the
future.
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A safe and secure city where citizens help each other

We are trying to establish a safe and secure city where citizens help each
other and show consideration by promoting interaction within local
communities and between cities. We are improving our services for public
health, medicine, and an environment with education about welfare where
citizens can learn through their lives, so that the citizens can lead happy and
secured lives.
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The city where strong industries grow utilizing the
potential of Minamiuonuma

We are establishing a city where strong local industries are generated and
grow, revitalizing the city and supporting the city for the future. We develop
strong local industries by linking businesses utilizing abundant human
resources and their vitality based on sufficient local resources. We also use
the appeal of Minamiuonuma through our information networks, create
strong local brands utilizing regional characteristics, and expand our market
channels.
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A city with an efficient and vital administration system

We reinforce cooperation between citizens and the administration, utilize
the private sector, and offer more considerate administrative services, which
are fair and efficient, serving the needs of our citizens. We are establishing a
system to reflect our citizens' voices, utilize the vitality of the private sector,
and achieve a citizen-oriented city.

BE B®
FH

~
-,

F55<V)

-

R - A - 1R
HE-Xt

g |1l
o o

EEFE
FEEH

LT
A | AWy

ERIRE



[BR- N EEOMTELLNES]

- VAR 2
i % {4‘ \
T E KX 9

AH &

&

o9 R RERS A, 0F 9k
N CIEAREEF R AT

ClFD eSS B, < 8w
ok

HOTHEAEOESENTEIR

ACKREERFEI>T>SEE
B

RVIERE TS S OFN, Feerv
3

NN E RS BRI

SRRy T e e R
SHROMREFT o
Mo g R RV

| .
B REE N DERED ERER2 T 5 =
A regular home visit by a doctor for patients Citizens' Medical Check-up RRISRAYDS Fo @RI —
who have difficulties getting to the hospital. Food is the source of energy and health - Health Seminar for Kids
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A welfare oriented city where communities help each other to sustain citizens' health. ’
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Forever Vigorous Life - Gymnastics for Keeping Healthy Bones
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Utilizing Course for Citizens' Lifelong Study — to learn how to measure blood pressure

Public Health, Medicine, and Welfare services

The falling birthrate and aging population greatly impact the entire social system and are expected to affect
the style of families. We will proceed with developing a local community where people have good
relationships, help each other, and lead healthy, vital, and independent lives in their community. We are
creating a way of life where we help people to have families and raise children, where people can live full
lives regardless of their age.

EFHLVWERBEETOVDOUEDERLS
High-spirited kids in the newly built Miya Nursery School 28
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Protect Our Human Rights - The Movement to Set Society Right
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Joy of learning - The city with pleasure in nurturing culture

Education and culture

We will offer more opportunities for lifelong learning to every citizen and cultivate
local culture based on the idea that the most important theme of local communities is
to promote people expanding their skills, abilities, and potential. We will promote
establishing an educational environment where homes, local communities, and the
administration cooperate with each other, so that the whole society supports raising
and teaching children.

FRIGR.RBEOHE N2 WA R E S
School Lunch - Promotion of Food Education Primary School PC & IT Class
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Sports Day for Elderly Citizens
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The pleasure to learn forever regardless of age

Lifelong Learning

Japan has the world's highest longevity. Therefore, both our nation and city are preparing for an aged
society. Minamiuonuma City also promotes lifelong citizen education and revitalization of local
communities through courses, lecture meetings, and seminars in order to offer substantial educational
opportunities for citizens, which suit the social trends and their needs.

To achieve this purpose, the city has been promoting opportunities to learn and presentations,
improving the facilities of city halls, museums, and libraries, which are used as the bases for citizens'
learning, so that every citizen can study throughout their life. We are also improving our educational
programs by employing and fostering instructors, supporting the activities of citizens' organizations
held in city halls, and communicating with higher educational institutions such as universities.

MRANBVGEE
Citizens' Lifelong Learning Course
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Uonuma Suntic School (vocational training school)
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Kitasato College
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Minamiuonuma City School Distribution Map
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The city of educational institutions that nurture dreams

BEEEOEERZES  International Reception for Overseas Students

5 A

REEEBTFICL N FEDREERE
English class at a primary school with an assistant
English teacher.

The academic City

Today, Japan has a sharply declining birthrate. The environment around
children has been changing rapidly. Minamiuonuma City promotes every
child improving their ability to learn, think, and act independently while
reinforcing our educational facilities so that the children can enjoy their
school lives. At present, Minamiuonuma City goes beyond simply having
kindergartens, primary schools, and junior-high schools to include four
prefectural high schools and distinctive higher educational institutions such
as Kitasato College, which is a medical technical college, and Kokusai
University, which is a graduate school with overseas students from more
than 40 countries around the world. We will continue to improve our
educational environment and foster unique human resources with
international views who will create our society in the future.
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The city living with ample nature and handed over to the children of the future
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Symbiosis with Environment

In response to environmental problems, which is a global issue, we believe that the
continuous efforts of each community are essential. We will hand over the ample nature
of Minamiuonuma City to the next generation as well as promote a sustainable recycling
society utilizing and maintaining the natural environment in order to cope with global
environmental problems together with people all over the world.

We will consider how to save natural resources and energy making the most of the
special character of Minamiuonuma City and how to convert to and utilize new energy.
Also, we will reinforce monitoring of ground subsidence areas. We will promote utilizing
melting snow as well, so that the city does not have to depend on underground water.

SLWFRAK/AE  Sakuri Water Park
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The safe and secure city where citizens can enjoy comfortable and interesting lives.
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The City Foundation

R = \ = We will strive to create a safe and pleasant city with a good balance where every citizen enjoys
- Tk —F n 1 & convenience and comfort while considering the environment. Also, we will promote appropriate
—— h — land use and development of urban areas based on national land use planning and upgrade urban
infrastructure to be citizen friendly as well as resistant to disasters and snow.
Regarding traffic, we will put importance on reinforcing the east-west infrastructure, which is
behind that of the south-north direction, by repairing roads and encouraging improvement of mass
transport systems. We will work to meet the needs of the expansion of urban areas and our aging
Improvement of Highway Network population. Especially, utilizing the experience of Fhe grea't Chuetsu'earthquake and heavy
Yamato Rest Area Quick Interchange Experiment snowfalls, we will promote a safer and more secure society that is more resistant to disasters. HE O—4)—BEE TR RER

Overcoming Snow Securing Traffic Ways Using Snowplows
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Interaction through farming experience
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Salad spinach grown under glass using the latest nutriculture, when it is very cold outside. Niigata Minamiuonuma City Walking Ski Festival
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The city which utilizes ample nature, is environmentally friendly, and has strong industries.
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Industrial complex spread in the rice fields Entrepreneur Support — Homura Challenge Center

Promotion of Industries

We will strengthen our local industries. We have agriculture
based on the nucleus of Koshihikari brand rice. We also have
environmentally-friendly stock raising, forestry, and fisheries.
Tourism is our strength, because many tourists are attracted by
our ample nature and resources. Our manufacturing industry
forms a crucial part of local development. Commerce is
revitalizing central urban areas. We will build up close ties
among agriculture, tourism, manufacturing, and commerce,
establishing a city with strong industries and promoting more
employment opportunities. We will utilize our expressway
network and information and communication technology,
: . industries while taki AOHIY—<—4yh
promoting well-balanced industries while taking nature and our
living and working environments and more into consideration. Roku-no-ichi flea market Industrial festival

A leisurely and relaxing soa
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Wishing for Good Harvest Planting Rice
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succeeded in a Niigata Prefectural Agricultural Experiment Station in 1944. This rice was then selected
Agricultural Experiment Station in Fukui Prefecture. This rice tasted good, but it was not strong agains

(0)
rice produced in Minamiuonuma

tasty rice. Koshihikari has the largest

very

B 51

Efforts and devotion of the local communities enabled establishing the popularity of Minamiuonuma Koshihikari.

Fis

DA

planted acreage and holds an established top position in terms of both popularity and quality. Koshihikari produced in

Minamiuonuma is especially considered to be exceptional and the best brand rice. However, disc

Koshihikari rice was not that easy. Tasty rice produced in Niigata today once had a bad reputatio
their villages. The extremely infertile land of Minamiuonuma was turned out to be the best land for cultivating Koshihikari.

Minamiuonuma devoted itself to developing this new rice so much that the future of the city was staked on it. Through trial
and error, the efforts and cooperation between researchers and local farmers enabled generating Koshihikari produced in

time, paid attention to this new breed. Devoted farmers in the region joined the project believing that the ney
Minamiuonuma, and growing the delicious rice that people would call the best rice in Japan.

The King of High Quality Rice: Koshihikari

The history of Koshihikari started with a new experimental breed of rice named Etsunan 17,

fell down. Therefore, it was completely forgotten because the biggest issue then was how to effectively
Mr. Fumiyuki Sugitani, an officer at the Nagaoka Branch of the Niigata Prefectural Agricultural Expe:

Among brands of rice, Koshihikari rice enjoys a distinctive high reputation as

avoid.
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Radio for Disaster Prevention Protecting
the Safety of Local Communities

Main Office for City Administration
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Information available
on the city's homepage
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A Vending Machine for Issuing Certifications
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A city of clean self-government established by cooperation between the administration and the citizens.

T949-6696 #% B mAAMAHEI180%F M1 &E5E 025-773-6660 FAX 025-772-3055
E-mail: info@city.minamiuonuma.lg.jp URL: http://www.city.minamiuonuma.niigata.jp
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Kaichi Touge Yoshimichi Matsubara

Administrative and Financial Reform
and Citizens' Participation

Based on the recognition that every citizen is a major player and asset for our city,
we will embody a lively and independent city by offering every citizen more
opportunity to participate in city administration. We will work to make our city
administration promote citizen involvement from the planning stage, promptly and
appropriately meeting the needs of our citizens. We will disclose information,

| conduct administrative and financial reforms, introduce the vitality of the private
TR S sector, and revitalize communication among local areas, promoting fair and efficient
administrative services.

Informal Gathering for Discussing City Administration
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October 8, 2005 The newly organized Minamiuonuma City Memorial Forum
Spinning hearts. Weaving hearts

Memorial Speech by Mr. Masashi Kasaka (Writer)

Promotion to make Kanetsugu Naoe a protagonlst 1n

an NHK epic drama

Yonezawa City in Yamagata Prefecture, the former Muikamachi Town (Minamiuonuma City at present),|; land
the former Youa Town (Nagaoka City at present), wlnch are the pl«lues famous tm E mtlons w1th

Town mmluded an agleement Ior a hi cal and hlendl_v rel

atlonshlp in 1986. smrling the Ass

Promole Kanetsugu Naoe as a Protagon in an NHK Epic Drama in 1997. The former Yoita Town -
g the same purpose as Yonezawa City and the former Muikamachiz—

Tow /n were fmmed in Joelsu Cny in 2002 and Aizu-Wakamatsu City in Fukushima Prefecture in 2004.

At present, the three prefectures of Yamagata, Niigata, and Fukushima and 5 organizations cooperate with

publish a book titled “Tenchi-jin” written by Masashi

of 2006 and promote Kanetsugu further to support this movement.

The profile of Kanetsugu is filled with mysteries,

of history feel attracted to. If he becomes a protagonist in an NHK epic drama in the near future, it will be
very interesting how these mysteries and episodes will be interpreted and reflected in the scenes shot.
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The man who was born in Sakado castle town, which is present day Minamiuonuma City, and laid
the foundation for the fief of Yonezawa, which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice.

In the Sekigahara War in which the Toyotomi faction led by Mitsunari Ishida and the
Tokugawa faction crashed against each other struggling for supremacy, the Uesugi
family was allied with Toyotomi. After their faction lost the war, their territory was
transferred from the fief of Aizu, which yielded 1.2 million koku of rice, to the fief of
Yonezawa, which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice.

The numbers of vassals and their families, retainers, monks, craftsmen, tradesmen, and
artisans, who followed Kagekatsu Uesugi and moved to Yonezawa were around 30,000.
However, the Yonezawa castle town had only one thousand and some hundreds of
houses. Therefore, Kagekatsu ordered Kanetsugu to develop and expand the castle town.
The development project started with refurbishing the main and second enclosure of the
castle. This was followed by improving the samurai town and tradesmen and artisans'
town; the new construction of the third enclosure of the castle; houses for retainers,
tradesmen, and artisans; temples; banks to prevent flood disaster; and the establishment
of a water system. The foundation of the Yonezawa castle town laid by Kanetsugu is still

alive today as the framework of Yonezawa City.

Kanetsugu's projects went beyond laying the foundation for the castle town. He also laid
the foundation of financial stability in the fief of Yonezawa. He encouraged new
industries including the afforestation of Japanese red pine, and the cultivation of cash
crops such as Japanese lacquer trees and safflowers. The political ability of Kanetsugu,
who revived the strength of Uesugi family from its decline after the Sekigahara War, has
been applauded through the ages.

Kanetsugu's administration was reflected in the political reform performed by Yozan
Uesugi (The 9th Domain Lord of the fief of Yonezawa), who American presidents such
as Kennedy and Clinton mentioned as the Japanese politician from history who they
respect most. Kanetsugu's administration which saved the fief of Yonezawa from its
difficulties was the model and basis of Yozan's distinctive political ability praised by
international politicians today.
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City Flower Gregarious Dogtooth Violet
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You can see lovely wild flowers.
The Artist of the Picture Postcards Made of Koshihikari Paper
Yasuo Toyama The House of Wild Flowers
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Letter Pads Made of Koshihikari Paper
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Business Cards Made of Koshihikari Paper
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Rice Straw Raw Material

Koshihikari Paper

Koshihikari Paper (under application for trademark registration) is a new special product of this region. The
citizens are hoping this paper will be a big success. This paper is developed by Minamiuonuma City with
the cooperation of Nagaoka Factory, Hokuetsu Paper Manufacturing Company (in Nagaoka City) and is
now sold by a legally incorporated foundation, the Rhododendron Lake Development Organization. The
paper produced using rice straw from local Koshihikari blended into high-quality pulp materials has high
water absorption and an ingenuous texture based on the fiber of rice straw sprinkled over the paper. The
paper has been used for rice bags and business cards. Now, sets of letter pads and envelopes (500 yen with

tax), message pads (350 yen for 20 sheets), and postcards (350 yen for 10 sheets) are also available.

Inquiries about local products
Minamiuonuma City Commerce and Tourism Department
TEL: 025-782-0255
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