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The newly organized Minamiuonuma City

The formation of Minamiuonuma City has taken over 100 years. Thirty-seven
villages were created in the region in April of 1890, when the process of
merging small areas into larger areas took place. In 1907, the thirty-seven
villages were merged into eleven towns and villages, when the big merger of
the Meiji era was conducted. In 1956 and 1957, the big merger of the Showa
era took place and the former Yamato Town, the former Muikamachi Town,
and the former Shiozawa Town were formed. (In April of 1962, Yamato
Village was changed to Yamato Town.)
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Minamiuonuma City

The name of Minamiuonuma City originated from the county name of Minamiuonuma
County, which was named after the old name of the region in the beginning of Meiji era
around 130 years ago. Therefore, the name Minamiuonuma has a long relationship with
the history and culture of the region, is familiar to the citizens, and is renowned all over
Japan. Also, Minami, meaning south in Japanese, has a nuance of growth and brightness.
‘We have decided on the name of the new city, hoping that this city will grow as a center
of the Uonuma region and that the entire region will continue to grow.
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In 2000, the project called the big merger of the Heisei era was started to

promote consolidation. The aim was to strengthen financial and administrative

bases of cities, towns, and villages in order to offer more substantial services

to the citizens and develop citizen-friendly cities, towns, and villages.

Minamivonuma City was born by merging Muikamachi Town and Yamato

Town on the 1st of November in 2004. Shiozawa Town was merged into the

city on the Ist of October in 2005, creating a city population of 63,329 people

(preliminary figures of the national census for 2005) and an area of 584.82
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The City Emblem

This emblem is the symbol of Minamiuonuma City, presenting Uonuma
Koshihikari rice, which is an icon of the city. The symbol also shows that
Minamiuonuma City, which has the clean waters of the Uono River and ample
nature, is growing based on the links and harmony between nature, people, and
industry. The blue color in the city emblem symbolizes clean streams, a clear
sky, and the endless world, which is not yet discovered. The red symbolizes
dreams and hopes for the new city and the energy to achieve them.
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Magnolia (city tree)




