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Mayor of Minamiuonuma City
Ichiro Iguchi

Written with a calligraphy brush by Ichiro Iguchi,
the Mayor of Minamiuonuma City
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On the occasion of the publication of the Minamiuonuma City Official Guide

Our hometown, Minamiuonuma City, lies in the Uonuma basin, which is surrounded by the renowned
mountain peaks of the three Echigo Mountains, and Mt. Makihata, and includes the clear waters of the Uono
River and its branches. Fertile land enriched by snow, water, and ample nature colored by the four seasons
produces Uonuma Koshihikari rice showing golden ears in autumn, which is considered the best rice in Japan.
Many tourists visit our city throughout the year in all four seasons. Tradition and culture, which our
predecessors established over time, and people who have lived here are our common pride and big assets.
Since the beginning of the new city organization in November of 2004, we have been trying our best to make
our city sustainable and integrate the regions within the city as soon as possible. However, we still have
important issues to be tackled, and we must address our needs in a timely fashion while promoting
decentralization. We especially have to embrace hope for the future, cultivate affection towards our hometown,
utilize our wonderful environment and its assets, and establish a locally self-sufficient society where citizens
can live their lives in this city with the basic idea of a secure city with harmony of nature, people, and
industry.

We sincerely hope that you will understand our concept for Minamiuonuma City by reading this Official
Guide and give us your comments, advice, and support.
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