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Traditional Industry

The difficult weather of the Minamiuonuma region, which is considered to be one of
the areas in Japan with the heaviest snowfalls, has demanded its citizens bear the
burden of heavy winters, persevere, and concentrated single-mindedly on acquiring
skills and techniques. Echigo-jofu, a local product, is well-known as a high quality
hemp textile and was designated as an important intangible cultural heritage of
Japan in 1955. Shiozawa-tsumugi and Hon-shiozawa, woven using the technique of
Echigo-jofu, are especially praised as renowned silk textiles with smooth textures
and elegant and graceful patterns.
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KIEBFCOFHE  Shipping in the Taisho era
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Kanryoduka Park
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Transport and traditional industries (Cultural heritage designated by the Japanese government)
Highways and shipping on Uono River
gaways and sipping : - : f5 B O # 415
The Mikuni and Shimizu Highways, which pass through Minamiuonuma, are the primary AP E B »
highways that connect the Echigo and Kanto regions. Therefore, these highways became S5 # g il;
the path for cultural integration and strategic importance in the Muromachi and Sengoku ch 5 ;-’é [z iﬁﬁ P
eras, which are also known as the Age of Civil Wars, between the 14th and 17th centuries. (%) q% e ,% j\(
. . % 9 e ﬁ
These highways were also used for traveling to and from Edo where the shogunate was FL % h v
located. The daimyo (feudal lords) from the Echigo region where required to spend every o fo 2 5
other year in Edo in the 17th and 18th centuries. A travel journey describes that fe ) 7{'_'
Minamiuonuma occupied a more and more important role as a trading and transport hub, ;; %‘ E
and the post-town flourished along with the development of these highways. PR
Shipping on the Uono River started in the middle of the Muromachi era in the 14th 5 W B
century. It was used for transporting rice for the land tax from the beginning of the Edo S B

era in the early 17th century. Later, merchants' goods and passengers were transported on
the Uono River. The shipping demand on the river increased and the river transport
developed together with the development of the land route due to the daimyo spending
alternate years in Edo. The end of the history of river transport came when the Joetsu
railway opened to traffic at the end of the Taisho era in 1920's.
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Highways in the Taisho era
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