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A cultured person who introduced life in the heavy snowfall areas
Bokushi Suzuki

Bokushi Suzuki, a prominent researcher of snow, folklore, and literature, was born in
1770. His merchant family ran a cotton crepe brokerage and a pawnshop in
Shiozawa. He showed his talents in studying art and literature since he was a little
child. Even after he took over his family business, he continued to study haiku
(Japanese poems of seventeen syllables), painting, and calligraphy. He established
friendly relations with renowned cultured people such as Bakin Takizawa, Ikku
Jippensha, and Danjuro Ishikawa. He decided to publish a book introducing the
customs of the Echigo region with heavy snow in 1795. It took him 40 years to
complete the book, titled as "Hokuetsu-setsufu". His book was a best seller in Edo.
He also published “Akiyama-kiko”, introducing the customs and landscapes of the
Akiyama region, which was not yet widely known, with pictures and compositions.
The book enjoyed a favorable reception. His books have been valued highly also as a
collection of folk material.

o T £

1t R RN R THIE
[ Biscim A
Y2770 20 F ERERICHA
Art produced hoping for world peace
“A Statue of Manchurian Ladies”
This statue was sent to

the International Exposition
in San Francisco.

The artist and his father
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An artist who devoted himself to carving
Yoshio Iguchi

Carver Yoshio Iguchi created many works of art living in
Tokyo in the transition period between the beginning of
the Showa era and the beginning of World War II. He
was born in Urasa in Minamiuonuma County. As a little
boy, he was fascinated by carvings in the main hall of
Fuko temple created by Jingoro Hidari and Ganji
Kitagawa, who was a renowned local carver. When
he was a primary school student, he already handled
knives and chisels skillfully, working exquisitely on
pieces of wood, bamboo, desks, and more, surprising
the people around him. He studied the arts by farmers and
the liberal painting movement at Hakkai Liberal University,
which later led him to change his art style completely. He
came to Tokyo in 1926, when he was 25 years old, to study
under Masahiro Sawada. Three years later, his work was
selected for the 9th Teiten Exhibition. Since then, his works
were selected for many exhibitions and honors. He created a
number of statues of Buddha and the gods. It was a pity that he
passed away suddenly when he was only 48 years old. Among
his works, the seated statue of Bokushi Suzuki situated in
Bokushi Suzuki Memorial Hall is well-known as people feel
attached to it. (See photo at the top left of this page.)
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A Great Commander in the Sengoku era, who
was both a good warrior and a good scholar
Kagekatsu Uesugi was born as the second son of Masakage
Nagao and was adopted by Kenshin Uesugi. After Kenshin's
death, Kagekatsu defeated Kagetora, who was also an adopted
son of Kenshin, in the Otate War and became the head of the
Uesugi family. Being appointed as one of the five great
stewards by Hideyoshi Toyotomi, Kagekatsu ruled the fief of
Aizu, which yielded 1.2 million koku of rice. However,
Kagekatsu allied with Mitsunari Ishida in the Sekigahara War
and lost. As a result, his fief was transferred to Yonezawa,
which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice.

Kanetsugu Naoe, who was born in the Higuchi family in
Ueda-so in Uonuma County, was appointed by Kagekatsu
Uesugi to become the head of the renowned Naoe family, a
senior vassal family of the Uesugi family. Kanetsugu also
became a regent of the Kagekatsu regime and in charge of all
domestic administration and diplomacy. He ruled the fief of
Echigo, which yielded about 50 thousand koku of rice. When
Kagekatsu Uesugi was transferred to Aizu, Hideyoshi
Toyotomi appointed Kanetsugu to rule the fief of Yonezawa,
which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice. It is recorded that
Kanetsugu received the same treatment as feudal lords enjoyed.
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Monument of the Birthplace
of Kagekatsu and Kanetsugu
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When the Joetsu railway opened to traffic
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The father of the Joetsu railway

Mitsugi Okamura

Mitsugi Okamura was born in 1836. His father was the mayor of the village of Shimohitokaichi. His family ran a
sake brewery and a pawnshop. Okamura devoted his life to establishing primary schools, hospitals, and financial
institutions, repairing roads, and maintaining river ways as a chief of a ward and a county during the series of reforms
in the Meiji Restoration. Above all, the construction of the Joetsu railway was his lifework. He became a member of
the House of Representatives and proposed the construction of the Joetsu railway. However, his proposal was turned
down. Then, he himself established the Joetsu railway corporation instead. However, after the Sino-Japanese War,
prices soared. He had to break up his company before achieving his goal. Later, his efforts and those who followed in
his footsteps made the government decide to nationalize the Joetsu railway. Okamura died in 1922 before seeing the
entire Joetsu railway opened to traffic.

(PN 0=~ dwoo—) B 2 F Sk~ FasH




