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Cultural Exchange and Friendship Cities of Minamiuonuma City

‘We would like to share some messages from our friendship cities in Japan and Asia, Europe, and Oceania. Minamiuonuma City will
continue to conduct fruitful cultural exchange programs with our friendship cities.
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The great commander, Kagekatsu Uesugi, was born in Sakado
castle in Minamiuonuma and died in Yonezawa castle. He
challenged Ieyasu Tokugawa and refused the order from the
Tokugawa shogunate to oppress Christians. You are from
Minamiuonuma, and we are from Yonezawa. Let's be good
friends keeping the motto of justice and courage shown by
Kagekatsu in our hearts.
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I am very glad that the long friendship between Lillehammer
City and the former Shiozawa Town will be continued by
Minamiuonuma City. I sincerely wish that the grassroots
interactions of the two cities, which have skiing as a common
culture, will grow further.
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‘We have very pleasant and unforgettable memories thanks to
our Korea-Japan interaction. We were impressed by all the
snow, which we had never seen, and kindness of the students
of Shiozawa Junior High School. We truly hope that our
friendship exchange will last forever.
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The newly organized Minamivonuma City is filled with
seasonal changes. Let's try to expand our recreational and
cultural activities between the newly organized Fukaya City
and the newly organized Minamiuonuma City, such as
friendship events of the Oroku-nagashi and Onegi-no-march-
no-nagashi dances, and friendship tournaments of ground golf
and Japanese croquet.
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Noriyo Hiroi Naoyuki Sekiguchi
I was a fifth-year student in primary school when I skied for m _— - . We continue open communication with our guests, so that the
the first time in Soelden. I still ski in Soelden before the World - citizens of Saitama can get to know the new Minamiuonuma
Cup Tournament every year. I think the city and the skiing City better, love it, and regard it as their second hometown, a
grounds have changed greatly but the warmhearted people and T ————— place of human kindness and ample nature with seasonal

their hospitality in Soelden have not changed at all. changes that offers recreation and relaxation.

‘We hope to have more new interactive activities
between Minamiuonuma City and Isumi City,
which bring further development to both cities
and expands the circle of friends among the
citizens of our two cities.
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Our visit to Shiozawa Town in 2003 was an impressive event

for me. I believe that warm interaction between citizens in
both cities will grow further in the future thanks to
Minamiuonuma City's decision to receive the visiting group
from Ashburton in New Zealand in April of 2006. Let's
expand the circle of our citizen level friendships.
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