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Kazuo Wakai
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Glorious nature encourages us.

We devote ourselves to sports and ceramic art in our hometown.

My goal is to participate in the National Athletic Meet at Niigata in 2009.

I started playing basketball when I was hospitalized after a traffic accident in the Kanto region where I worked. I happened to see a
training session at the gymnasium at the hospital. I had seen their training a few times when I was asked if I wanted to join them. I
thought that I might be able to give it a try. Although I was depressed then due to my traffic accident, I made many friends through
training on the team, and I could muster up my courage for my life. Afterwards, I came back to Minamiuonuma, joined the Challenge
Association, which promotes sports for disabled people, and also started swimming. I am trying to learn free style after mastering the
breaststroke and backstroke. I am striving to participate in the National Athletic Meet at Niigata in 2009.

I would like to focus on nature in my hometown.

I started ceramic art right after starting sports for disabled people. I started learning ceramic art from Mr. Tosai Senuma in 1997. Since
then, I have been creating ceramics. I established the Sanbi ceramic workshop in my home in 2000 and have my own kiln, which I had
longed for. I have encountered many challenges and thought of quitting many times. However, I was greatly encouraged by receiving
awards such as the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries award at the prefectural exhibition called Kenpu-ten. Luckily, this
land in Minamiuonuma is filled with impressive nature, and the characteristics of the four seasons are clear. You can fully enjoy the
beauty of each season. Much of my work is the embodiment of the natural features of Minamiuonuma. I would like to keep focusing
on my hometown and promote the charms of Minamiuonuma.
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Yosei Kitamura
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We preserve good traditions while opening the way to the future.

We would like to promote the Urasabishamondo-hadaka-oshiai grand festival to all of Japan.

Everyone from the young to the elderly wish for the success of the festival

One of my favorite sentences is "Candles light others by shortening their own lives." When I heard these words, I thought that this is
the same concept as the activities of youth organizations. When the Urasabishamondo-hadaka-oshiai grand festival (designated as an
intangible cultural property by the Japanese government in 2005) is finished, we turn everything over in March to those who will be
running the festival for the next year, starting preparation in April. The preparation process takes a whole year. The Urasatamon youth
organization plays the central role in the preparation. I used to belong to the youth organization and now serve on the grand festival
committee. We work with representatives of the temple and related organizations. Young people with their hair dyed brown and pierced
ears also follow the instructions of older members and elderly people, working hard for the success of the festival, sacrificing their
business hours and leisure time with their families. The sweat and tears they shed during the preparation will keep shining forever as
precious memories.

It is important that everybody generates and exchanges ideas with each other.

Since the organization of Minamiuonuma City just started recently, I have not recognized any changes beyond my address. However, it
will be very important for the city to utilize the characteristics of the former three towns, creating merits from integration. All citizens
in the Yamato, Muikamachi, and Shiozawa areas should open their minds, discussing the good characteristics and values of their
hometowns, and go beyond to also discuss what is needed, think hard, and generate ideas. The city should be built by the participation
of every citizen. We would also like to boost the publicity of the festival, because it is a precious cultural asset of our city.
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Preserving traditional big candles
Kei Kitamura
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