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Revitalizing the region through sports

Establish our city as having tourism throughout the year with the attractions of the four seasons.
We would like to link the energy of children to the promotion of the region.
"We want as many people as possible to visit Minamiuonuma City."

This wish let us start this event. We planned and operated our first soccer tournament for secondary school students together
with the teachers of Shiozawa Secondary School that time during the holiday season in May, 2005. Six youth soccer teams
from both inside and outside Niigata prefecture participated. The local agricultural cooperative and sports shops supported
us. The tournament was received favorably by the participating teams. We will try to expand the tournament in the future.
Establishing a city with integration of nature and sports

I own a Minshuku guesthouse in the Maiko area in Shiozawa region. It is a very difficult task to find the best way to do
business in the tourist industry. Minamiuonuma City is easy to reach from the Tokyo metropolitan area and is rich in nature.
My guesthouse has welcomed athletes for sports training camps for three years. The splendid environment has attracted
many sports clubs from inside Niigata prefecture and the Tokyo metropolitan area. However, the number of gymnasiums and
athletic fields in Shiozawa are limited, and we sometimes have to turn athletes away.

Minamiuonuma City has to develop and service more sports facilities. Both public and private sectors have to help each other
to promote education and communication through sports. If we aim to be a city of sports promotion and tourism, it will be a
great investment for our city. In the future, our children will surely think that we are lucky that our hometown is
Minamiuonuma City.

Local activity with a global view

We would like to promote the beauty of Minamiuonuma City to people all over the world.
The place to scout and introduce local human resources

We founded our Community Leaders' Network in April 2004, and opened a branch in Homura Challenge Center in
Muikamachi. Our main activities are language tutoring utilizing the Internet, holding seminars, and company training.
We also conduct nonprofit activities such as selling the wristband called the white band, with which you can present
your wish for eradicating poverty form the world, and promoting fair trade, which supports the financial independence
of people in developing countries by trading with them directly at fair prices. We also support young entrepreneurs,
people from abroad who attach importance to integrating with the local community, and mothers who wish to start up
businesses although they cannot work fulltime now due to having small children. We help by advising them, proposing
business plans, and helping them to coordinate their abilities, initiatives, and time.

Pr ting Mi i City by integrating with people in Japan and abroad

After experiencing the great Chuetsu earthquake, we were impressed by local communities that supported the victims
of the Sumatra earthquake. Citizens in Minamiuonuma City feel that we are no longer indifferent to disasters or
accidents happening elsewhere in the world.

It is a pity that the name of our town, which we cherished for a long time, disappeared; however, the Minamiuonuma
City organization brought us a sense of solidarity in a larger area. We would like the city to promote cultural exchange
in Japan and abroad, and to offer our citizens opportunities to learn about the virtues of our city as well.




