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October 8, 2005 The newly organized Minamiuonuma City Memorial Forum
Spinning hearts. Weaving hearts

Memorial Speech by Mr. Masashi Kasaka (Writer)

Promotion to make Kanetsugu Naoe a protagonlst 1n

an NHK epic drama

Yonezawa City in Yamagata Prefecture, the former Muikamachi Town (Minamiuonuma City at present),|; land
the former Youa Town (Nagaoka City at present), wlnch are the pl«lues famous tm E mtlons w1th

Town mmluded an agleement Ior a hi cal and hlendl_v rel

atlonshlp in 1986. smrling the Ass

Promole Kanetsugu Naoe as a Protagon in an NHK Epic Drama in 1997. The former Yoita Town -
g the same purpose as Yonezawa City and the former Muikamachiz—

Tow /n were fmmed in Joelsu Cny in 2002 and Aizu-Wakamatsu City in Fukushima Prefecture in 2004.

At present, the three prefectures of Yamagata, Niigata, and Fukushima and 5 organizations cooperate with

publish a book titled “Tenchi-jin” written by Masashi

of 2006 and promote Kanetsugu further to support this movement.

The profile of Kanetsugu is filled with mysteries,

of history feel attracted to. If he becomes a protagonist in an NHK epic drama in the near future, it will be
very interesting how these mysteries and episodes will be interpreted and reflected in the scenes shot.
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Kanetsugu Naoe
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The man who was born in Sakado castle town, which is present day Minamiuonuma City, and laid
the foundation for the fief of Yonezawa, which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice.

In the Sekigahara War in which the Toyotomi faction led by Mitsunari Ishida and the
Tokugawa faction crashed against each other struggling for supremacy, the Uesugi
family was allied with Toyotomi. After their faction lost the war, their territory was
transferred from the fief of Aizu, which yielded 1.2 million koku of rice, to the fief of
Yonezawa, which yielded 0.3 million koku of rice.

The numbers of vassals and their families, retainers, monks, craftsmen, tradesmen, and
artisans, who followed Kagekatsu Uesugi and moved to Yonezawa were around 30,000.
However, the Yonezawa castle town had only one thousand and some hundreds of
houses. Therefore, Kagekatsu ordered Kanetsugu to develop and expand the castle town.
The development project started with refurbishing the main and second enclosure of the
castle. This was followed by improving the samurai town and tradesmen and artisans'
town; the new construction of the third enclosure of the castle; houses for retainers,
tradesmen, and artisans; temples; banks to prevent flood disaster; and the establishment
of a water system. The foundation of the Yonezawa castle town laid by Kanetsugu is still

alive today as the framework of Yonezawa City.

Kanetsugu's projects went beyond laying the foundation for the castle town. He also laid
the foundation of financial stability in the fief of Yonezawa. He encouraged new
industries including the afforestation of Japanese red pine, and the cultivation of cash
crops such as Japanese lacquer trees and safflowers. The political ability of Kanetsugu,
who revived the strength of Uesugi family from its decline after the Sekigahara War, has
been applauded through the ages.

Kanetsugu's administration was reflected in the political reform performed by Yozan
Uesugi (The 9th Domain Lord of the fief of Yonezawa), who American presidents such
as Kennedy and Clinton mentioned as the Japanese politician from history who they
respect most. Kanetsugu's administration which saved the fief of Yonezawa from its
difficulties was the model and basis of Yozan's distinctive political ability praised by
international politicians today.
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